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DG Column #8 

February 2023 

Russ Ebbets 

Leadership and the Raindrop 

Leadership is action, not position. 

Donald McGannon, the former head of Westinghouse 

Broadcasting is credited with this quote. I have al-

ways liked this quote. It is one of the reasons my slogan for this year is 

“Lions get things done.” I penned that line to remind me and those in the 

District that if we are to distinguish ourselves as Lions and carry on the 

strong traditions of our predecessors we simply, need to get things done.  

With any organization or group there is always lots of talk. You’ve no doubt 

heard the line – talk is cheap. People can attend a meeting, get momentarily 

revved up about this or that idea and forget about the whole thing by the 

time they get to their car. To me that is lame participation and poor self-

leadership. It is the same noise a hollow bell makes – nothing.  

I’m sure some people are intimidated by the thought of being in a leadership 

position. The nightly news is laced with political strife and religious discord 

making the thought of world peace a comedian’s punch line. The idea of en-

tering that fray would scare most anyone. Granted, life presents some formi-

dable challenges but leadership is more than just tackling the monumental 

problems of the world.  

Our society has a history of overcoming of some seemingly insurmountable 

challenges (i.e. civil rights, outer space exploration or childhood diseases). 

But I would offer that it is the decisiveness in the handling life’s day to day 

issues with civil discourse, patience and an effort at understanding that lays 

the groundwork and generates the momentum for one to consider tackling 

some greater dreams.  
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District 20 E2 Calendar of Events: 

 

  

 April 1, 2023 District 20E2 4th Cabinet Meeting 

                                                      Penn Yan Fire Department, 125 Elm Street 

                                                 Penn Yan, New York    

 May 20, 2023 DG Russ Ebbets Testimonial 

                                                 Location TBD  

 

 

 Training Events (tentative) 

 TBD 1st Vice Presidents 

  Location TBD 

 May or June Regular Training (Incoming officers) 

  Location TBD 

 

 

 

February Reminders 

• Club dues need to be submitted to Lions International and MD 20. 

• Clubs should be beginning the process of electing club officers for the next Lions year.  

• Remember to submit the incoming club officers on-line through MyLCI before the 

15th of April 

• Reminder to make nominations for District Awards  

• It is time to register for the USA / Canada Forum if you are attending this year. 

• It is time to prepare and send in ads for next year’s District Directory.  

• NYS&BLF grant requests must be in early this month to be considered at the next 

foundation meeting in April. 
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DG Column for February 2023 

Continued from Page 1 
 

Leadership qualities for “regular Lions” would include selfless service, 

charitable acts and personal example that gives those you interact with daily 

another option to despair, frustration or futility that might seem to be the easier or more obvious 

pathways.  

The simple act of running a democratic meeting, following Robert’s Rules, allowing diverse 

opinions, actively seeking service projects, mentorship, succession planning and the list goes on 

and on are all acts of leadership. Will they change the world? Maybe. At the very least they’ll 

make your club better which will positively affect your community and may challenge or inspire 

another club to model your success creating a domino effect locally, regionally, nationally, even 

internationally.  

Will this all change the world? Granted, it is a stretch to think this way. Regardless, I like to 

remind myself that Noah’s flood began with a single rain drop. One drop. Everything has to start 

somewhere. If all you can do is one good thing today to help your club – you are off to a great 

start.  

Call for contacts – I am working valiantly to re-establish a Lions Club in Auburn, NY. I am asking 

anyone in the District if you have a relative, aunt, uncle, brother, sister or some other person you 

think would be a good candidate please forward their contact information and I will contact them. 

I am confident we will have a satellite club there by June 2023 and great things thereafter.  

Please note in this issue is the call for donation for the Junior Olympics 2023. If your club has the 

means, feel free to make a donation that I guarantee will be put to good use.  

Finally, I am planning on conducting another Membership Drive for May 2023. The November 2022 

Membership Drive gained 40 new members for the District.  The good news is District-wide we 

have gained 40 new members. Twenty-nine of those members came from one of three clubs! Can 

you imagine what would happen if the other 32 clubs in the District got on board? 

I have a simple Membership Drive – Member Night template each club can customize with minimal 

effort so that you can be that little raindrop that makes it rain for your club! Please don’t hesitate 

to contact me if you need help or would like to use the program. 

DG Russ Ebbets 
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District 20 E2 Cabinet Meeting 

Saturday January 28, 2023 

   Union Springs, New York 

The Cabinet meeting was put together 

by Union Springs Lions Eric and Fran Rosenkrans 

 

Lion IPDG Kathy Spear received an International President’s  Certificate 

for Achievement from PIP Doug Alexander, for minimizing drops in 

District 20E2 during her year as District Governor. 

 

An Induction Ceremony was held to bring in 

new Union Springs Member Lion Mike Baxter. Lion PDG Rena Haigh 

conducted his induction. She mentioned that the Rev. Dr. Martin 

Luther King, Jr. said that people should  serve others  with a “Heart 

full of grace and a soul full of love”, and that is 

what Lions do. 

 

 

It was announced that Lion CS Lisa Barber is the 

20E2 nominee for this years MD20 Past District 

Governor’s Association Leadership Achievement Award.  

 

The caterer for the food at the Cabinet Meeting  was Lion Jeff Bedell. The 

food was delicious! 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Continued on Next Page 
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District 20 E2 Cabinet Meeting - Union Springs New York 

Saturday January 28, 2023 
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Zone Meeting Saturday January 21, 2023 

At the Cohocton Lions Club 

IPDG Kathy Spear conducted a Zone Meeting at the Cohocton Lions Club, with Lions from 

Bloomfield, Campbell, Cohocton, Corning, Manchester-Shortsville, Pal-Mac and Phelps in 

attendance. The agenda of the meeting was: 

1.      To connect clubs together 

2.      To get to know the leadership in each club or get re-acquainted 

3.      To help create communication between clubs 

4       To help create a zone or region project (ex: RC Nancy's veteran family project) 

5.      Clubs learn to work together and exchange ideas 

6.      To help create a district project 

7      To encourage and promote advancement in leadership positions 

 

After an interesting and productive conversation on the above topics, a delicious lunch 

was served. 
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Message from Lion Dawn Young 

 
 

               Lions Club Vision Clinic Schedule 2023 

 

Booking for children’s clinic 

February 24th, 2023 

Dr. Bloom is great with children.  We are scheduling any child from 5-18 years 
old.  They must be accompanied by parent or legal guardian.  Please call 607-

330-1253 and leave message, Luz will call you back or better yet 
       email: www.clinic@iha.org 

   

Schedule for next 5 months: 

 

 February 24th Dr. Bloom, CHILDREN’S CLINIC 

 March 17th  Dr. Marx, Child or Adult 

 April 7th  Dr. Bryant 

 April 21st  Dr. Bryant 

 May 17th  Dr. Curran 

 

AS ALWAYS, FULL DIALATED COMPREHENSIVE EYE EXAMS AND EYE WEAR, 
FREE TO ALL PATIENTS! 
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Sad News 

From Big Flats Lion Donna Barto –  

It is with sadness that we report that our last Big Flats Lions charter member, Lion Don 

Williams passed away in January at the age of 92, giving the club 52 years of service. A 

strong leader in his church, his Lions Club and in the Big Flats community. We also lost Jim 

Ormiston, who joined the club in 1995.  He has been battling cancer the past couple of years. 

Our sympathies go out to both families. 

 

 

From Phelps Lion PCC Gary Boisseau – 

It is with extreme sadness that I share the passing of Lion Dan 

Moracco after a prolonged illness.  Lion Dan was a 30 year 

member of the Phelps Lions Club and served for many years as 

our club president.  He also served the district as a zone and 

region chair, and received the MD20 Past District Governor’s 

Association Leadership Achievement Award and the 

International President’s Certificate of Appreciation. 

 

A Lions Service was held during Lion Dan’s calling hours on 

January 25th. 

He will be sadly missed. 
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Message from PDG Ted Brewerton about hearing aid donations 

Lion Steve, PLEASE let all Lions know that the hearing aids go to PO Box 200 in 

Union Springs, NY 13160. 

Thanks PDG Ted 

 

PDG Rich would like your Club Brochure Templates! 

PDG Rich Shaff will be creating a place on the District Website 

(20e2lions.org) where Lions can download templates of 

brochures from some of the clubs in our district, to use as 

start points for a Club to create their own brochure. Please 

email Lion Rich with your club template. Also, Lion Rich will 

be creating a list of websites of the clubs in our district, so 

send him that information, also. If you have any suggestions for the website, Lion 

PDG Rich says feel free to send them along. 

 

Inspirational Message 

from IPDG Kathy 
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Having problems with MyLion? Contact PCC Lion Gary Boisseau for help by 

email at  LionGaryB@gmail.com or by phone at (585) 781-4637 



P age  13  

 

 

Other Lions Information - Lions KidSight USA pg 1 of 2 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



P age  14  

 

 

Other Lions Information - Lions KidSight USA pg 2 of 2 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



P age  15  

 

 

Other Lions Information - Lions Clubs International Foundation pg 1 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



P age  16  

 

 

Other Lions Information - Lions Camp Badger pg 1 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



P age  17  

 

 

International News pg 1 

Lions International  

Calendar of Events 

 

 

July 7-11, 2023 

 

Lions International Convention 

Boston, Massachusetts 

 

September 21-23, 2023 

 

USA/Canada Forum 

Reno, Nevada 

 

June 21-25, 2024 

 

Lions International Convention 

Melbourne, Australia 

September 5-7, 2024 

 

USA/Canada Forum 

Louisville, Kentucky 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

President’s Message 

FUN IS FUNDAMENTAL 

 

Hello, Lions! 

 

Well, I don’t know about you, but there’s nothing like a new year to fill 

me with a renewed sense of purpose, and I feel more eager than ever 

to do the important work that Lions do. 

Every year I like to take this time to pause and assess how we’re doing 

as a club. What have we done well so far and where have we 

stumbled? How can we build on our successes and learn from our mis-

takes? And, if your club is anything like mine, how can I prank the heck 

out of my Lion brothers and sisters? 

After all, would it be Lions without a little fun? Of course not! Folks, 

let’s remember that people want to be a part of something that makes 

them feel good. Laughter is a big part of that. Having fun is a great 

way to make members feel connected and more dedicated to the work 

you do as a club. 

Every club is unique, and your idea of fun may be different than mine 

(roller skates, anyone?). But whatever makes your members laugh, do 

it. Whatever gets Lions excited to show up to the next meeting, in-

clude that in the agenda. 

Service is important work. But that doesn’t mean it has to feel like 

work. Make service fun. 

People like fun. People want to be a part of fun. 

And we want people to be a part of Lions. 

 

Make a great day, 
Brian E. Sheehan 

 

 

 

President, Lions Clubs International 
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Lions International Float in 

the Tournament of Roses  

Parade January 2, 2023  

in Pasadena, California 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For those who were at the District 20E2 Cabinet Meeting on 

January 28th, this image might look familiar because this came 

from a picture I took of the back of Lion Michael Donohoe’s shirt!   
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New York State and  

Bermuda Lions  

Foundation 

 

Our Office  

Administrator 

is PDG Lorri Rieger. 

 
Mailing Address: 

 
New York State and  

Bermuda Lions Foundation 
P.O. Box 445 
Glen Head, NY 11545 

 
Telephone: 516-445-4144 
E-Mail: NYSBLF@gmail.com 

Web Site: www.nysblf.org 

THANKS FOR YOUR SUPPORT OF YOUR 

FOUNDATION! 

 
Your Three 20-E2 Trustees - Lions: 

 

PDG Harold Bush-  

haroldb@rochester.rr.com 

 

PDG Rich Shaff -  

shaff@verizon.net 

 

PDG David Noteboom -

noteboomdavidw@gmail.com 

 
For information on becoming a future 

Trustee of the NYS&BLF (PDG not re-

quired), please contact any of the above. 

 

 

MD-20 Lions Calendar of Events 

 

 

April 28-30, 2023 

MD-20 Convention, Buffalo, NY 

 

Finger Lakes 

 Region Lions Hearing 

Foundation 

Check out the Facebook page at: 

https://www.facebook.com/flrlhf/ 

MD 20 Lions Website 

 

 

https://md20lions.org/ 

 



P age  20  

 

 

MD-20 News pg 2 

 

 



P age  21  

 

 

MD-20 News pg 3 

IMPORTANT UPDATE 

BUFFALO CONVENTION 

APRIL 28-30, 2023 
 

Attendees must register for the Buffalo Convention using  the  following link  

Md-20 New York State & Bermuda 2023 Convention Buffalo, NY 

 

full address is     https://www.visitbuffaloniagara.com/the-md-20-new-york-state-bermuda-convention/ 

It is important that attendees register for the conference first before booking their hotel reservations.  

Once registered for the conference they will be directed to book reservations.  

Hotel rooms should not be booked before registering for the conference. 

The meal order form is also available on the website.  
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Bloomfield Lions 
 

Bloomfield Village Christmas Tree Lights were taken down on Jan-

uary28th beginning at CNB then Pickle Park near Firehouse. Ex-

treme Tree owner Chris Andolino volunteered his time and equip-

ment to complete this task. This process takes several hours at 

each site and would be much more labor intensive without the 

support from Extreme Tree, Thank you Chris. There was a good 

turnout of members to help speed the process. Thanks again to Li-

on Mike Bartle for his efforts in organizing this Community Project.  

Lion Mike Bartle has received a list of available dates from Honeoye School Nurse Marybeth Tonk-

ery for our Club to perform eye screening for Pre K and Kindergarten students. Eye Screening is also 

scheduled to resume at Honeoye Coop Nursery School. Lion Mike hopes to complete screening at 

both locations by the end of February.  

BLC Bob Knopf and committee are making progress developing a program to honor our Veterans 

and Active-duty Military by displaying banners in the Village starting on Memorial Day 2023 and 

continuing for several years. Updates forthcoming.   

BLC has scheduled our second 2023 Dine-In Spaghetti Dinner for Wednesday, February 8th at Vet-

erans Park in Bloomfield. Dinners will be served from 4:30pm to 6:30pm. Take-out is available. Six 

students from BCS Music Department will be assisting as servers. BLC served 75 dinners at our 

January 11th Spaghetti Dinner with Family Promise assisting as servers.  

BLC President Michael Donohoe will be focusing on 

reviving the Bloomfield Leo’s Club from the challeng-

es of Covid through the end of 2023. 

BLC Bruce Heacock is working with Gale Wynn Farm 

to reserve a Chicken Barbeque date. We should be 

posting date, time and place in February news.  

Pictured is BLC Dinner Meeting at Cheap Charlies on 

January 4th.  

 

Follow us on: 

Facebook at "Bloomfield Lions Club of New York" 

Instagram at "Bloomfield Lions Club of NY" 

Twitter @ bloomfieldlions 
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Cohocton Lions 
 

2022 Activities 
 

Our Lions Club has been very active throughout the year by holding fundraising events and 

supporting our local community. Our first major event after summer break is held during the 

Cohocton Fall Foliage festival where we offer our famous Beef on Wick sandwich from our 

pavilion during the 2-Day event. The roast beef starts the cooking process early in the 

morning to be able to offer it to customers by noon. This endeavor takes all hands-on deck 

from our Lions with additional volunteer help from family & friends. This year was a great 

success with no left-over beef out of the 1200 Lbs. that were smoked. The event encom-

passes 12 Lions and 3-5 volunteers over the two-day event with service hours exceeding 

140 hours total.  

Moving on to membership, we continue to seek out new Lions candidates and have been 

fortunate to get one each year for the past few years.  

Below details out our other fundraising and outreach support performed during 2022. 

Spring Meat Raffle Fundraiser: 

• Held at the Cohocton American Legion in April 

• 3-4 hour event with 9 Lions for 27 Service hours. 

 

Fall Meat Raffle Fundraiser: 

• Held at the Cohocton American Legion in November 

• 3-4 hour event with 9 Lions for 27 service hours. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Continued on Next Page 
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Cohocton Lions 

Continued from Previous Page 
 

 

Christmas Baskets for area shut-ins: 

• Food baskets delivered 1-2 weeks before Christmas annually, providing Christmas 

cheer to those less able to get around. Supporting 60 individuals in our local area. 

• Collect supplied the week prior. 10 Service hours with 4 Lions supporting 

• Assemble the baskets. 10 Service hours with 8-10 Lions supporting. 

• Basket distribution. 16-18 Service hours with 6 Lions supporting. 

 

General Local Support: 

• Gas cards for families traveling outside the local area for medical treatment 

• Vincent House Annual Drive in Wayland – Convalescent Care 

• Cohocton Food Pantry donation 

• Operation Santa for Cohocton/Atlanta/Wayland area (toys/food for those in need) 

• Sponsor a family in need for Christmas, direct support to the family 

• Local eye screening 

• Sponsor Cohocton SAL golf tournament supporting local charities (summer) 

• Sponsor Footin’ It For Family – cancer walk (Spring) 

• 1-2 Scholarships for graduating seniors in Wayland-Cohocton School 
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North Rose Lions 

 

The North Rose Lions have been fortunate to visit two clubs recently and as our meeting site 

is closed until May 1st, the opportunity has been very worthwhile.  

On Thursday, January 12th we were guests of the Sodus Lions Club and President Lion Bill 

Hontz. Most of the Lions ordered the Prime Rib at the Steger Haus and it is outstanding! The 

fellowship and chance to share the purchase Cycle Raffle tickets from the Sodus Lions, 

drawing in May and cash Raffle tickets from the North Rose Lions, drawing in June were fun 

and supportive. Shown are some pictures of those in attendance. 

 

 

 

 

On Thursday, January 19th, the North Rose Lions visited the Wolcott Lions and President Li-

on Chuck Madison at the Red Creek Conservation Club and once again a tasty meal was 

served with District Governor Lion Russ Ebbets and 2nd Vice District Governor Lion Eric 

Rosenkrans present. Lion Russ presented a 10 year service certificate to Lion Joe Gregg of 

the Wolcott Lions and reported the efforts to bring back the Auburn Lions to the District look 

very promising. He also reported the success of the Fall Conference and thanked Clubs for 

support of the Junior Olympics and a possible local Track and Field Clinic. Lions Paul Wilson 

and Ross Chrisman gave reports on the Christmas Parade and Wolcott Lions Car Show re-

spectfully. We tried to get a picture of the large group in attendance and here are those that 

fit into the viewfinder. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Wishing everyone a safe winter season! Lion John Hewes and the North Rose Lions 



P age  26  

 

 

Club News pg 5 

 
Penn Yan Lions 
 

1.  The Penn Yan Lions Club combined with the Penn Yan Rotary and Dundee Rotary on Jan-

uary 9th for a joint meeting to share ideas about how each serves the community's needs. 

The program was "identity theft" that can affect any of us and was very well received. Pat-

rick Brewer, deputy sheriff, and Kate Schmidl, a victim of identity theft gave an outstanding 

presentation.  It was so successful that we look forward to having a combined meeting next 

year.  

 

2.  District Governor Russ Ebbets visited the Penn Yan Lions Club on January 23rd and out-

lined his goals for the year.  Eric Rosenkrans, 2VDG  also attended to introduce himself to 

the group. 

 

Certificates were presented to 4 members for their years of service, from left to right in the 

picture are Chad Peek, Norm Koek, Russ Ebbets, Don Willmott and Mickey Orr. 
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Phelps Lions 
 

District Governor Russ Ebbets and 2nd Vice District Governor Eric 

Rosenkrans visited our club during our January 18, 2023 meeting. 

DG Russ Talked about: 

• The Union Springs Lions Club Fall Membership 

Drive that club held in November, sharing the 

methods they used for this drive. 

• The recent Fall Conference in November 

• A satellite club to be set up in Auburn 

• The Junior Olympics 

DG Russ made a $20 donation to LCIF on behalf of the Phelps Lions 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Phelps Lions welcome new member Steele Hahn!   

 

 

The Phelps Lions purchased 2 books of tickets for the MD 20 LCIF 

Raffle to be held at the MD20 Convention in April, for a total dona-

tion of $100. 
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Rushville Lions 

 

The Rushville Lions welcome two new Lions. Betsy Hagen and Ted Baker 
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Sodus Lions / Sodus Pride Lioness Lions 
 

On December 30, the Sodus Lions Club volunteered at the Red Cross blood drive in Sodus. 

Five Lions handled the administration of the drive by putting out fliers and signs, signing in 

donors and serving the snacks after the donors completed their blood contribution. 24 pints 

of blood were collected. Five Sodus Lions worked on the drive and one Sodus Pride Lion 

worked also. In addition, three Lions donated blood to the drive. 
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Spencer-Candor Lions 
 

The Spencer-Candor Lions held their annual Winter Dinner this month in Spencer.  It was a 

variety of delicious Italian entrées and dine in or takeout was available to the public.  Next 

month the dinner will consist of a variety of delicious Greek entrées. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The recipient of the Seymour Maltese Scholarship attended our 

monthly meeting to report on his first semester at college.  He 

reported that he has adapted very well and is working very hard 

at his studies.  Lion Bob awarded him his $500.00 check which 

goes towards the cost of his schooling. 

 

 

 



P age  31  

 

 

Club News pg 10 

 
Union Springs Lions 

 

 

Here is a picture of the signs that were used for the 5 “stations” that 

were set up during the Union Springs Lions Club Fall Membership Drive 

held last November. These 5 “stations” during the event represented dif-

ferent aspects of Lionism where the prospective Lions could get infor-

mation from current club members about what the Union Springs club 

does and what Lionism is all about. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


